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Commission Meeting Minutes 
February 15, 2019 

3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 
In Attendance: 
Fred Lokken: Executive Commissioner, Nevada WICHE 
Dr. Gillian Barclay: WICHE Commissioner 
Arsenio Escudero, WICHE director 
Colleen Lennox, WICHE accountant technician 1  
 
Guests:  
Theodore Parento, WICHE, Health Care Access Program participant, Psychiatric Advanced 
Practice Registered Nurse, member of the public 
 

1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Lokken at 3:33 p.m. 
This meeting was posted in accordance with the State of Nevada’s Open Meeting Law 
(OML). Fred acknowledged no legal counsel was present. 

 
2. Public Comment. There was no public comment. 
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3. Discussion, recommendations and action regarding the minutes from the February 7, 
2019 Nevada WICHE Commission meeting. **Minutes from this meeting are not 
completed due to staff resources available to prepare them timely for this meeting. 
DAG David Gardner and DAG Greg Ott notified on 2/11/19 via email. 

 
4. Discussion recommendations and action regarding participant request for 

consideration by the Commission. Closed session per Nevada Revised Statute 241. 
(Attachment M & N) Request does not require a closed session per NRS 241. Conducted 
as an open session. Ted Parento waived his right to notice of meeting per NRS 241. Ted 
Parento requested of the Commission to forgive 1 month of his first year and all of the 
second year of service obligation to allow him to apply for Health Resources Services 
Administration (HRSA) application for loan forgiveness, which is in conflict with WICHE 
service obligation. Arsenio discussed the draft spreadsheet of scenarios (Attachment M). 
The scenarios showed impacts to WICHE revenue, the loan portfolio. Colleen explained 
each impact in detail from attachment M.  
 
Colleen researched every Commission meeting and recorded every student request of 
the Commission over the past 7 years (Attachment N). There was no 1 to 1 correlation 
or exact comparison found for this request. Each request was individual. Considered 
were Ted’s work hours, NRS 397.0617, NRS 397.0685 and possible HCAP Grant 
conversion. For Ted to qualify for the HRSA loan forgiveness program, HRSA requires 
Ted’s obligation to WICHE be complete by July 18, 2019. 
The research referenced 2 previous relevant Commission decisions involving 
Commissioner Vic Redding and contingent options granted. The first scenario: If the 
Commission forgives the grant obligation entirely today without conversion allowing 
Ted to apply for HRSA and his application to HRSA is not accepted then Ted is obligated 
to WICHE again. This would require the participant to remain in contact with the WICHE 
office and provide documented proof of acceptance by HRSA. If HRSA accepts the 
participant’s application, the Commission would write-off the grant obligation. The 
second scenario: If the Commission forgives the service obligation and has the agency 
track Ted’s work time throughout the agreed grant obligation time to ensure the State is 
fully repaid. The Commission could choose either contingency or both. Discussion 
ensued regarding the 2 contingent plans, possibility of the work time plus overtime 
equaling the hours obligation of 1 year before 12 calendar months passed and relative 
statute. Staff administers the grant service time by the number of hours worked per 1 
year of full-time work (2,080 hours), not by calendar year. Ted verified he is the only 
Psychiatric APRN on-call for the Department of Corrections for the entire state. 
Fred stated he did not see where the Commission had the authority to write-off the 
obligation in compliance with NRS 397.0685.  
Fred takes issue with the lack of documentation for the number of hours worked. Stated 
the statute did not allow 1 month of service time be written off before 1 year of service 
was complete. Discussion of Ted’s time of certification, licensure, service with the state 
and field for which Ted was funded, NRS 397.0617, 397.0685 paragraphs a and b. Fred 
interpreted NRS 397.0685 as applicable only to state employees. 
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Staff recommendation from director Escudero was to make no recommendation, 
because request did not comply with statute.  
Gillian confirmed nationwide changes within HRSA as the source of change in 
compatibility of programs. HRSA requires completion of WICHE grant obligation before 
someone can apply to the HRSA program. Fred mentioned he would have a different 
opinion if this question were asked in August of 2019, after the 1-year minimum 
obligation required by NRS 397.0685 was met. Fred stated no action necessary on this 
item. 
 
 

 
5. New Business: Propose future meeting dates. 39:24 Arsenio informed the Commission 

that he learned from the Budget Office that WICHE does not have to have a budget 
hearing, because the budget will be passed as it is. Fred has no update on the Bill Draft 
Request (BDR) regarding reversion, will check with prior WICHE director Lena Frias, for 
status.  
Gillian mentioned the existence of a BDR to fund additional slots for Geriatric Nurse 
Practitioners. Colleen confirmed the BDR calls for WICHE to administer 10 more slots, 
Senate 121. 
Arsenio informed the Commission that he had reached out to the Budget Office 
regarding the path of the reversion BDR and expected an answer within the next few 
days. 
Commission requested to schedule meetings every two weeks through the end of 
Session and every other month thereafter. 

 
6. Public comment:* There was no public comment. 
 
7. Adjournment. Having no further business and receiving no public comment the meeting  

adjourned at 4:28 p.m. 





































































































Parento, T 

Expiration 

Event Date Issued Date 

Graduation Date: 5/16/2018 

Initial license RN 12/21/2006 3/21/2007 

Current license RN 1/26/2007 4/8/2020 

Advanced Practice 

license APRN-CNP 7 /18/2018 6/20/2023 

Support Fees 2 years of 

funding for MH APRN Adv. Date S.F. Grant Loan 

AY15-16 7 /31/2015 $ 6,428.00 $ 5,785.00 $ 643.00 

AY16-17 9/12/2016 $ 7,142.00 $ 6,428.00 $ 714.00 

$ 13,570.00 $ 12,213.00 $ 1,357.00 

Penalty P&l 24 Daily Monthly P&l 13 P&l 11 P&l 1 
**Estimates Only /Principal Interest Months Interest Interest Months Months Month 

TPP + Interest $ 36,639.00 $ 2,909.52 $ 39,548.52 $ 3.99 $ 121.23 $ 1,575.99 $ 1,333.53 $ 121.23 
No Penalty+ Interest $ 12,213.00 $ 977.04 $ 13,190.04 $ 18.07 $ 40.71 $ 529.23 $ 447.81 $ 40.71 
Principal Only 

No Penalty 

No Interest $ 12,213.00 $ 0.70 $ 6,615.38 $ 5,597.63 $ 508.88 
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